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Optional Study Guide 
of China

An optional study tour class will be taught 
by Charles Taylor. Mr. Taylor taught Western 
Civilization classes for many years at LCC and 
possesses a wealth of knowledge of China’s 
history. He has accompanied a group to China 
and the class will provide tour participants 
with background information on places and 
sights included on the tour. The information is 
designed to help make our visit to China a truly 
memorable experience.

APRIL 14-26, 2008

The Best of China Tour
April 18—May1, 2009
Experience the best of China from its bustling cities 
to its breathtaking natural splendors in one grand 
journey. This amazing trip takes you from grand cities 
to the far reaches of China’s dramatic countryside. 
Visit the imperial city, Beijing, where history is all 
around you from the Forbidden City to Tiananmen 
Square. Enjoy the splendors of Shanghai and marvel 
at a performance of its world-famous acrobats. Cruise 
down the Yangtze River where you’ll see the Three 
Gorges with their sharp, cloud enshrouded peaks. 
See the natural wonders of the gorge-carved Yangtze 
and the man-made wonders of the Great Wall and the 
Terra Cotta Warriors. From Beijing to Shanghai, this 
trip is full of experiences that are not to be missed!

 

Tour Price Includes
Beijing-Jade Palace Hotel (5 star) 
www.jadepalace.com.cn

Xian-Sheraton Hotel—(5 star) 
www.starwoodhotels.com/sheraton/property/
overview/index.html?propertyID=475

Chongqing-Marriott Hotel—(5 star) 
www.marriott.com/hotels/travel/ckgcn-jw-marriott-
hotel-chongqing/

Three Gorges China Regal Cruises—(5 star) 
www.chinaregalcruises.com/

Wuhan-Mayfl ower Hotel—(5 star) 

Shanghai-Sheraton Hotel—(5 star)  
www.starwoodhotels.com/sheraton/property/   
overview/index.html?propertyID=1962

Meals—
 • Three meals a day for the entire trip 
 • Buffet breakfast or Chinese breakfast each morning at hotel
 • Chinese lunches and dinners at local restaurants
 • Local Specialty Dinners—Beijing: Peking Duck Banquet,   
    Xian: Imperial Dumpling Banquet

Entertainment—
 • Beijing-Chinese Acrobatics Show
 • Xian-Stage Show of Tang Dynasty

Tour Fare Includes—
 • International air ticket between U.S. and China    
 • Transportation inside China as specifi ed in the itinerary 
 • Sightseeing tickets as specifi ed in the itinerary
 • Hotel accommodations and three meals daily in China as   
    specifi ed in the itinerary 
 • Travel insurance in mainland China 
 • English speaking tour guide services provided
 • China Visa ($150 per person)
 • Gratuities for tour escort and tour driver
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excavations of the 20th century. Life size terracotta fi gures of warriors 
and horses arranged in battle formations are the star features at the 
museum. They are replicas of what the imperial guard should look like 
in those days of pomp and vigor.  They were accidentally discovered 
by a farmer while he was digging out a well. We will also see some 
archaeologists still working on site to uncover the rest of the vast tomb 
complex of Emperor Qinshihuang, the fi rst emperor in Chinese history, 
and also the initiator of the Great Wall. Visit Huaqing Hot Spring. 
Enjoy a royal dumpling dinner. After dinner, we will see a wonderful 
staged opera of the Tang Dynasty. 
Day 7—Xian - Chongqing (Marriott Hotel 5 Star) 
We visit Big Wild Goose Pagoda Square. As the symbol of the old-line 
Xian, Big Wild Goose Pagoda is a well-preserved ancient building and 
a holy place for Buddhists. It is located in the southern suburb of Xian 
City. Standing in the Da Ci’en Temple complex, it attracts numerous 
visitors for its fame in the Buddhist religion, its simple but appealing 
style of construction. On the way to the airport, we will see the ancient 
city walls. Fly to Chongqing, China’s largest municipality with a 
population of well over 30 million. Chongqing is a port city with the 
largest municipal area and population in China. It is situated in the 
upper reaches of the Yangtze River at the confl uence of the Yangtze 
and Jialing Rivers in southwest China. With an area of 31,800 square 
miles, Chongqing shares borders with the provinces of Hubei, Hunan, 
Guizhou, Sichuan, and Shaanxi. Upon arrival, we have a city tour. 
View the city at night after enjoying the local Sichuan cuisine.
Day 8—Three Gorges (Regal Princess Cruise 5 Star) 
We journey to the pier and board our river cruise ship. Embark 
on our Three Gorges adventure. Our fi rst shore excursion is at the 
mysterious town of Fengdu, or at the town of Wanxian. Located on 
the north bank of the Yangtze River, Fengdu is an ancient city with 
a long history, known as the “Ghost City” to most Chinese; it got 
its reputation as the “Ghost City” in the Eastern Han Dynasty (A.D. 
25—A.D. 220). Wanxian spreads out on both sides of the river 
and is known as the ‘Gateway to East Sichuan.’ It has a number of 
silk-weaving and spinning factories supported by intense silkworm 
cultivation. Other light industries include tea, bamboo and cane 
goods, cotton clothing, leather and Chinese medicines. After returning 
to our ship we again set sail. Onboard, we are free to enjoy shipboard 
entertainment such as feature fi lms, live performances, as well as 
demonstrations of traditional Chinese arts.
Day 9—Three Gorges 
Our ship passes the mighty Qutang Gorge, sailing through its towering 

Day 1—USA - Beijing  
Board an international fl ight bound for China. Cross the 
International Date Line.
Day 2—Beijing
(Jade Palace Hotel 5 Star) Arrive in Beijing. We are greeted and 
transferred to our hotel. 
Day 3—Beijing 
Beijing has served as the capital of China for fi ve dynasties over 
a period of 800 years with each emperor identifi ed as a dragon 
sent from heaven. Tour Tiananmen Square (the Gate of Heavenly 
Peace), the largest square in the world, and also known as a 
witness for many historical and contemporary events. Visit the 
Palace Museum, more commonly known as the Forbidden City, 
until recently opened only to the emperor’s family. This complex, 
the largest imperial palace ever built in the world, features more 
than 800 buildings with over 9,000 rooms, resplendent golden- 
glazed roofs, red lacquered pillars, and vermilion walls. See the 
high-walled “Inner City” with its government buildings. Then we 
will go to overlook “Dome”—the National Grand Theater, we then 
tour the Summer Palace, built in classical Chinese style in 1750 as 
a royal recreational resort. Among its famous features are the 700-
meter-long corridor with its wonderful Painted Gallery, the Marble 
Barge, and several magnifi cently painted pavilions and pagodas. 
Enjoy roast Beijing duck for dinner. After dinner, we will enjoy an 
acrobatics performance. 
Day 4—Beijing 
We will take an excursion to the Great Wall. This wonder of the 
world was built 2600 years ago. Later visit the Ming Tombs, the 
burial place of 13 emperors and their families of the Ming Dynasty. 
Year-long excavations have uncovered many rare treasures such 
as the gold royal crowns and the silk robes. We will visit the site 
of the 2008 Beijing Olympic Games.  The main venue at the 
National Stadium is called the “bird’s nest,” due to structural 
components of mutual support network.
Day 5—Beijing - Xian (Sheraton Hotel 5 Star) 
Tour the Temple of the Heaven where the Ming and Qing 
emperors prayed to heaven for a good harvest. Fly to Xian and 
visit the cradle of Chinese civilization. Xian was the state capital of 
73 emperors spanning 11 dynasties during 1100 years dating from 
4,000 B.C.
Day 6—Xian  
Visit another wonder of the ancient world: the Terra Cotta 
Warriors and Horses are the most signifi cant archeological 

cliffs. We arrive at Wushan to board motorized sampans which afford 
us access to the Shennong Stream via the Daning River. Cruising 
along the stream by boat, visitors will become immersed in the 
wonders of zigzagging watercourses, the primitive environment, and 
the mysterious culture along the banks. We return to the ship later in 
the afternoon and pass through the waters of Wu Gorge.
Day 10—Three Gorges 
This morning we pass through Xiling Gorge, the longest of the famed 
Three Gorges. Stretching over 60 miles, Xiling Gorge is famous 
for its odd rock formations. We arrive later at the Three Gorges 
Dam Project, currently the world’s largest hydroelectric project. We 
disembark to board motor coaches which take us to Sandouping 
Village, site of this mammoth dam project. 
Day 11—Wuhan (Mayfl ower Hotel 5 Star) 
Our Three Gorges adventure ends upon our noon arrival at Wuhan. 
Wuhan is a city with both an ancient history and a thriving present. 
Historic relics excavated from ancient tombs tell the city’s long history 
dating back 3,500 years. In the period of Pre-Qin (770 B.C. - 221 
B.C.), this was the land of the State of Chu (one of the seven warring 
states before Qin, in China’s fi rst feudal dynasty) and was the cradle 
of the brilliant Chu Civilization. Starting here, merchants followed 
the great Yangtze River and lake network to expand businesses 
throughout the entire country. Take a brief tour of this important 
industrial city in central China including a visit to the provincial 
museum and listen to the music played on chimes. 
Day 12—Wuhan - Shanghai (Sheraton Hotel 5 Star) 
After touring Yellow Crane Tower, we fl y to Shanghai, the largest 
commercial and fi nancial center of China.
Day 13—Shanghai  
Shanghai is a scintillating city swirling with rapid cultural change. 
Since market restrictions were lifted, it has embraced the forces of 
business and design and rewritten its rule book shaping a new city 
that is sophisticated, innovative, and living a life it has never lived 
before. Tour Yu Garden, a fi nely designed maze of elegant pavilions 
and ponds in the old part of this city. Then stroll along the Bund, 
China’s most famous waterfront stretching about one mile along the 
Huangpu River. From there, we can take a photograph of the Tower 
of the East Pearl in the newly developed Pudong District. 
Day 14—Shanghai–USA  
After breakfast, we are transferred to the airport and fl y back home. 
We will be in the United States the same day. 

R E S E R V A T I O N  F O R M
SPACE FOR THIS TRIP IS LIMITED,  PLEASE MAKE YOUR 

RESERVATIONS AS SOON AS POSSIBLE!
I/we wish to join THE CHINA LCC 2009 TOUR 

departing on April 18, 2009
Enclosed is a check in the amount of $________.

❒ $750 Deposit per person due by November 18, 2008
(Final Payment due by January 5, 2009) OR

❒ $3,975* full payment per person
*Taxes and fees are subject to change at the discretion of the airline and 

may be adjusted prior to fi nal payment.

 If you  do not have your passport, 
please apply when you make your deposit.

Legal Names (as it appears on passport)

(1) _______________________________________________
First   Middle  Last

(2)_______________________________________________
First   Middle  Last

Street Address________________________________________

City_____________________State_____ Zip_______________

Home Phone (              ) ___________Offi ce (             ) ______________

Email _____________________________________________

Sharing a room with ____________________________________
( ❒ Please send two forms, one for each individual.)

❒ Accept my check made payable to LCC Foundation.
Charge my deposit to:  ❒ Mastercard  ❒ Visa

Card # ______________________________  Expires_________

_______________________________________________
(Signature as it appear on credit card)

 ❒ Yes, please email me information about future travel opportunities.
 ❒ Yes  ❒ No     I am interested in the optional Study Tour Class.

THE BEST OF CHINA TOUR 
$3,975* per person, all inclusive, based on double occupancy

$4,675* per person, single supplement (subject to single room availability)

 Please cut on dotted line and mail to:
Lenoir Community College Foundation

PO Box 188
Kinston, NC 28502-0188

CHINA ITINERARY


